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RAILWAY / RAILWAY STATIONS 
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In 1840 the Manchester to Crewe Railway was opened (it was known as the Manchester-Birmingham 
Railway) and was constructed by G.W. Buck.  
The first train to run on this line was on the 4th May 1842 from Manchester to Sandbach while the first 
train to Crewe didn't run until the 10th August 1842 with six trains running a regular service. 
The Rev. John Armitstead (.D. 1 April 1885 aged 64) wrote in 1860 that there were seven trains each 
way daily calling at the Sandbach and Holmes Chapel stations. 
The station also served the Middlewich line which was constructed in 1871 with the Sandbach and 
Winsford Junction Railway following on from this date. 

The Stations in Sandbach also had a Taxi service with a carriage available to take passengers and their 
belongings from the station to the town. Mr Jack Hulme of Green Street was one of the drivers. 

ETTLEY HEATH STATION (Hind Heath Road near Elworth) 
In 1852 there was a new line put in between Lawton Junction and Ettley Heath by the North 
Staffordshire Railway.  
In 1866 the station at Ettley Heath was opened as part of a goods service run by the North Staffordshire
Railway which stopped off at Ettley Heath and at a Goods Depot at Sandbach. 

 Ettley Heath 2013. 
4 May 1842 SANDBACH STATION 

The first train to run on this line was on the 4th May 1842 from 
Manchester to Sandbach while the first train to Crewe didn't run until 
the 10th August 1842 with six trains running a regular service. 
The Rev. John Armitstead wrote in 1860 that there were seven trains 
each way daily calling at the Sandbach and Holmes Chapel stations. 
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SANDBACH RAILWAY STATION (At Elworth) 
On the 4th July 1837 the “Grand Junction” opened between Birmingham and Warrington with the first 
train on the line stopping off at Crewe at 8.57am. 
In 1840 an operating centre was opened at Crewe with the arrival of the Chester and Crewe Railway (C
and CR) to the area. 
SANDBACH STATION 
The first train to run on the line was on the 4th May 1842 from Manchester to Sandbach. 
On the 10 August 1842 the Manchester and Birmingham Railway (M and BR) trains arrived at Crewe 
having passed through Sandbach Station. 
In 1845 work started at Crewe Works building locomotives for the network and doubling the town’s 
size by 1861. Many Years later, as things changed in Crewe, part of the works were demolished in 
1977 and after a two-year closure reopened for business in 1979.  
On the 1 January 1846 the Manchester and Birmingham Railway (M and BR) joined the London and 
Birmingham (L and BR) and the North Western Railway (NWR) to form the London North Western 
Railway (LNWR)  
In 1850 there were seven trains despatched to all parts of the kingdom with John William Gargit as 
Station Master. 
In 1852 the new line between Lawton Junction and Ettley Heath which was run by the North 
Staffordshire Railway stopped off at Ettley Heath and it wasn’t until 1866 that the goods service 
continued to a Goods Depot at the town of Sandbach. 
The Rev. John Armitstead wrote in 1860 that there were seven trains each way daily calling at the 
Sandbach and Holmes Chapel stations. 
In 1863 LNER were granted approval by Parliament to install a line from Crewe to Northwich via 
Sandbach. It was opened in November 1867 for goods and industrial freight.  
On the 1 July 1868 a Passenger Service started between Sandbach and Northwich stopping off at 
Middlewich, Chelford Bridge Holt and Billinge Green Holt. 
However, the line to Chelford Bridge Holt and Billinge Green Holt was stopped in 1942.  
In 1890 the “London and North Western Railway” put in plans to widen the railway between Crewe 
and Sandbach. The plan also mentioned that Sandbach had a turntable (Tbc). 
In Kelly’s Directory of 1896 (and 1902) the stationmaster was a Mr Robert Thomas Humphreys, 
Manager of the goods depot and Station Master of the L and N W R. Omnibuses were available at this 
time from the George, Swan and Wheat Sheaf Hotels to meet the different trains on the London and 
North Western Railway. One of the Carter’s on the Horse Drawn Wagon between Sandbach Station 
and the town was Herbert Hampton (.b. 1887 in Moulton) who by 1914 had married Alice Bradbury 
and had two son’s James and John and lived at 57 Foden Terrace, Middlewich Road, Sandbach. 
During the Great War (1914-18) Private 7730 Herbert Hampton of the 1st Battalion Cheshire Regiment 
TA had enlisted in Crewe. On the 22 August 1914 Herbert travelled to France with the 1st Cheshire’s 
(15th Brigade, 5th Division) and fought at the Battle of Mons where Private Hampton was reported 
missing in the local papers on the 28th September 1914 and he was again reported this time as a POW 
on the 2nd October 1914 (Local papers) but died at the Bramhar Camp Hospital at Bawinkle on the 8 
Nov 1918.    

December 1893, the station master Mr Frederick Fleming died of influenza at the age of 34 years old 
after a short illness of a few days only. He had only just been promoted to Sandbach before his death. 
His internment took place on the 22 December 1893 at Disley in Manchester. 

In 1904 the newspapers announced that the Signalman in charge of the North Western cabin at 
Sandbach Station had gone to work in his usual health but at 9.30pm he called to a shunter that he was 
ill and asked him to come to the signal box where he found the signalman unable to move the levers as 
he was in great pain. The shunter at once took charge and after signalling the trains then due – the box 
being a busy one on the main line to Manchester – he left to find a relief man. He returned about 
9.40pm when the signalman was sent home. The signal box had eighty levers with some requiring great
strength. There were also four telephones and four bells to attend to and only one man to do the work. 
When visiting the signalman, the stationmaster asked him how he had met his injury and he said he felt
it after pulling the levers at about half past nine. He added that he suffered terrible agony on his way 
home and had to stop a number of times before arriving at his house where he sat down. He was 
admitted to the railway company’s hospital at Crewe where he died on the Friday morning (16 Sept 



1904) from collapsing and exhaustion due to an internal disease which had been accelerated due to 
over exertion after pulling a lever.   

On the 19 July 1906 an Express Goods Train from Manchester on the London and North-Western 
Railway caught fire after passing through Sandbach Station. 

A 1913 telephone directory lists Mr Cauldwell as Station master at Elworth. 
Prior to the 1914-18 War Harold Kirkham was employed at Sandbach Station. He became a Captain 
44778 of the 14th Battalion King’s Regiment – Liverpool who unfortunately died from wounds on the 7
May 1917 aged 22 while serving in Greece. 
In 1914 the stationmaster was a Mr George Cordwell (or Cauldwell) of the L and N W R. 
To get people to and from the station into Sandbach the railway joined with a number of busses. One 
ran from Bollington to Nantwich and in 1916 the Driver was a man called Mr Maurice Williamson who
in 1916 was aged 21 and lived in Elworth Road, Sandbach. He would work a seven-day week for a 
wage of 4d (Four Pennies) and hour with no annual holidays. Maurice also had a conductor who was 
paid even less than the driver. 

On the 25 October 1924 a train arrived at Crewe Station with one of the carriage door open. On further 
inspection a bowler hat was found in the empty carriage along with a bag on the seat possibly used as a 
pillow and money on the floor. It was assumed that the passenger had fallen out onto the side of the 
tracks between Manchester and Crewe. The Assistant Stationmaster at Crewe stopped all traffic to hold
an investigation and soon reports came in that a body had been found on the line at Sandbach Station. 
The man whose mutilated body had been found was named as Married 45 year old William Andrew 
Child of 149 Richmond Road, Cardiff a commercial traveller. 



(Repairs being made to the roof Pre 1960’s)  

On the 4 January 1960 the Passenger line to Northwich closed as did the station at Middlewich. Only 
the platform remains of Middlewich as the Station buildings have since been demolished. 

 (1966 Image) 

In May 1969, there was a derailment of a 50-carriage goods train at Rookery Bridge about one mile on 
the Crewe side of Sandbach station when about 20 of the goods vans came off the rail. There were 
delays for a couple of days while the area was cleared. 
In 1970 the Sandbach to Kidsgrove line was disused and part of it was converted into the Salt Line 
trail. 

 (1987 Image) 
By July 1994 (or the 1980’s) the station was looking like a prefabricated building rather than the brick 
structure it had been in its early days. 

 (1994 Image) 



 (1994 Image) 
By 1998 a new brick-built building housed the ticket office. 

 (1998 Image) 

 (2005 Image) 

(2010 Image?)  
In December 2004 Northern Rail were formed to operate the Train service in the North of England 
until April 2016 including trains through Sandbach Station with 2,500 services each day operating on 
their network. The company serves some 96 million passenger journeys each year with 15 million 
travellers, 500 stations and 333 trains. 
Between April 2010 and February 2012, a new foot bridge was installed on the Manchester side of the 
platforms. 

 (17 Feb 2012 Image)



In 2012 the “Friends of Sandbach Station” were formed by local people including Jenny Baker after 
seeing the state of the station with its un-kept look. The Friends replaced a previous group that was 
running prior to 2008 with Larry Sharps (Feature in the Transport Festival Brochure in 2008) and 
disbanded in 2009.  
In 2013 the station received the Cheshire Best Kept Station award for “Most Improved”.
By the end of October 2013, the car park had been expanded for travellers. 

 (2013 Image) 

 (Apr 2013 Image)
On the 23 July 2015 the Union of South Africa stopped off at Sandbach Station after repairs had been 
made at the Crewe Heritage Centre / Railway Age in preparation for transporting Her majesty on a trip 
to Scotland later in the year. 

Union of South Africa stops off at Sandbach Station. (23 July 2015 Images) 

 (2015 Image) 



At a ceremony in Ellesmere Port on the 15 October 2015 Sandbach Station was awarded a Highly 
Commended award at the Cheshire Community Pride Award’s ceremony. 
Between April 2016 and March 2025 Arriva Trains took over the Franchise from Northern Rail. 
In January 2016 Sandbach Station was awarded a ARoRP Award for an impressive series of planters 
and their community involvement. The award was picked up by Jenny Baker with Pat and Joe Wilson 
from the Friends of Elworth Station. 
7 June 2016 and another historic train travels through Sandbach Station, The Flying Scotsman. 
Unfortunately, the train didn’t stop at the platform instead went on to the Heritage Centre where it 
stayed overnight before making a trip to Holyhead the first of a number of quick visits it would make to
Sandbach over the following months. 

On the 12 October 2018, Jacob Standbridge (21) of 22 Pring Close, Sandbach died when he was hit by 
a train near Sandbach Railway Station. A former Stoke City youth Football player he had mental health
issues and had split up with his girlfriend at the time of his death an inquest was told. 

On the 15 May 2019, Sandbach Railway Station installed new signs that include the words “Sandbach 
Home of the World Famous Foden’s Band” and are similar to other town entrances during March 2017.
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STEAM TRAINS PASSING THROUGH SANDBACH 
23 July 2015 Union of South Africa 
7 June 2016 Flying Scotsman 
31 Mar 2019 70000 Britannia (York to Bristol) 
15 Mar 2022 Royal Scott 
9 April 2022 Jubilee Class 45690 “Leander”
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1906 WORKERS AT SANDBACH STATION 

Alfred James Farr (Station Master) N.S. Railway, Station House. 
George Collins (Station Master and Goods Agent) Sandbach Station 
John Elsby (Engine driver) Elworth Street, Sandbach 

1913 WORKERS AT SANDBACH STATION 
Mr George Cauldwell (Station master) or Mr George Cordwell of the L and N W R.
Harold Kirkham was employed at Sandbach Station. 

1933 RAILWAY FARE – From London to Sandbach 
Ordinary Single 
1st Class 34/- 
3rd Class 20/5 
Weekend Return 
Return 1st Class 45/6
Return 3rd Class 27/3 

PASSENGER NUMBERS SINCE 2002. 
2002/03 106,496 
2004/05 106,051 
2005/06 98,217 
2006/07 86,255 
2007/08 136,022 
2008/09 144,072 
2009/10 130,418 



2010/11 147,252 
2011/12 159,008

WHEELOCK STATION 
In 1866 a station was opened in Wheelock. 
On the 3 July 1893 the railway line was opened between Sandbach and Kidsgrove stopping off at 
Wheelock and going towards Kidsgrove. 
By the turn of the 1900’s Wheelock was a passenger station and continued until the 1930’s when due to
cutbacks the Wheelock Station was closed on the 28 July 1930 as a Passenger station. The line was still
in place until the 1970’s as a diversionary line designed to avoid Crewe if there was a problem. With 
very little use it was decided to close the line through Wheelock on the 1 January 1971. The railways 
tracks were removed and it has now become a Bridal Path. The Station itself lay closed for many years 
and then it was taken over and concerted into a Tyre Centre. 



WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
Various bits of the Railway around Sandbach have been removed over the years. The Signal Box at 
Elton Crossing is now at the Chernet Valley Railway and Steam Centre at Cheddleton, Staffordshire. 
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